930 Asgent to Bill :

The PREMLER : The hen. member
was again showing lamentable ignorance
of the resources of Western Australia.
There was, in ¢lose proximity to Nannine,
one of the best orange orchards in the
State.

Clause passed.

Clauses 5, 6, T—agreed to.

Sechedule, Title—agreed to.

Rill veported without amendment; the
report adepted.

House adjourned at 1048 p.an.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 15th December, 1908,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4,30 p.m.. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received
and read, notifying assent to Sapply
Bill, £365,579.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Annual
Report of the Woods and Forests Depart-
ment for yvear ended 30th June, 1908, 2,
By-laws of the munieipalities of Boulder
and Subiaco.

[COUNCIL.)

Urgency motion,

URGEXCY MOTION—LAXD SETTILE-
MEXT. SENATOR NEEDHAM'S
STATEMENT.

Hon. C. BOMMERS (Metropolitan) :

I wish to move the adjournment of the

House on a matter of urgencey,

The PRESIDEXNT: I have a state-
ment of the matter the hon. member

wishes to bring forward which is as fol-
lows:—*To draw the attention of the
House and country to the unwarrantable
statements of Senator Needham while
speaking on the Appropriation Bill in the
Senate during the present session of the
C'ommonwealth  Parliament.” In my
opinion the motton is in order and it
deals with a definite matter of urgent
publiec importanee. If it is supported
by four members, aceording to Standing
Order 38, the hon. member way proceed.

Four members having visen in their
places,

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan)
said: 1 desire to draw the attention of
this Iowse and the ecuntry to the un-
warrantable  statemenis of  Senator
Needham when speaking on the Appro-
priation Bill in the Senate during the
present session of the Commonwealth
Parlinment. T bring this maiter forward
wilh very great rvegrel—regret (o think
that one, who should at all Eimes truth-
fully uphold what we know to be right,
aml for the good of this State, so as
to help the Siate as far as possible to
atirnet people to ils shores, has not
only failed to do so, bnt has made in-
correct remarks as te the land available
for settlement. Press rveports of the
proceedings, which doubtless menhers
noticed, appeared in the West Adustralian
on the 10th instant, hut to make quite
sure the report was absolutely correct 1
telegraphed for and received a corrobora-
tion from Parliament House, Melbourne.
The following is the message,—

“Speaking on Appropriation Bill he
says, ‘I admit that there is any
amount of room for population, but
my desire is to have a judieious
scheme of immigration. It would be
wise before we invite people o come
to our shores to have land available
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on which they may settle. At the
present time I venture to say that
there is not land available for im-
migrants from the Home econntry.’
Senator Dobson: ‘A nice thing to
publish abroad’”  Senator Needham:
‘I have made the staiement before
and I make it again’  Senator Mil-
len: ‘The Western Australian Go-
vernment offer free grants of land!
Senator Needhmn: “When I speak of
land I mean land worth setiling on
and all zuch land is held up in my
awn State as well as in New South
Wales by those who own millions of
acres which fhey do not use’ Sena-
twr Millen: ‘Then the Western Aus-
" tralian Government in olfering Iree
grants of a hundred and sixty acres
commit a fraud’ Senator Needhaw:
‘I eannot help what the Government
of my State or any other State offer.””
These are unwarrvantable and uantrue
statements. and T think it is the duty
of this House to draw the attention of
the Government to them. so that means
may be taken promptly fo refute (hem.
We do not attach much to the utter-
ances of Senator Needham as Mr. Nueed-
ham, but owing to the position he oe-
enpies as a Senator we expeet some-
thing different.  This is the gentleman
who was recently occupying the exalted
position of holder-up to a boiler maker
al a wage of 7s. G6d. per day, The first
matter he voted on when he entered the
Federal Parliament was to increase his
salary from £400 (o £600 a vear. He
zavs that the statement to which T have
referred he had made previously, and
that he, on the oeeasion when he made
the speech, desired to repeat it. We
know the truth of the marfer and how
serinns H will be for the Siate if his
statement is not contradicted. Sir John
Forrest has frequently said in the Fede-
ral House, and out of ii. that the men
sent Trom this State to represent the
eleclors are nof public men in the true
zsense of the wurd.  Further, he said
ihat if some of the Senators and mem-
hers of the House of Representatives
for this State, walked down any of the
prineipal streets of Perth. not one manp
in & hundred would know them. That

l'5 DecemseEr, 1903.°
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is true, and certainly so in regard te
Senator Needham,

Hen. J. T. Gluwrey : Was not he the
man who found a difficulty in getting
someone to identify him at a bank ?

Hon, C. SOMMERS: I think the eir-
cumsiances of the case justify me in re-
ferring to that inecident. 1 was une day
recently waited upon by a bank oflicial,
accompanied by Senator Needham. Tt
appeared that the Senator wanted some-
one to identify bim at one of the banks,
and he had the greatest difficulty in
doing so; he was lucky enough even-
tually to find me.

The PRESIDENT: The chief matter
of the motion is the land of the State.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: This incident I
vefer to is merely by the way. We can
despise the utterances of Mr. Needham,
but when he speaks as a Senator and
defanes this State, it is a matter of
urgeney, and one the Government should
be called upon to take immediate steps
upon. I hope and trust all the members
will say in no uumeasured manner what
they think of him. There i3 no doubt
about the utterances having been made,
for T have read the report received from
the Federal Parliament House.  His
statements are untrue, and 1 trust every
publicity will be given iv (his atier
in this Stafe, so that the electors may
know exactly what to expeci from these
so-called representatives. I am sure
other members will have something to
say on this question. One other matier
I would refer to. Ti is verv signifieant
that the other five represeniatives of
this State in the Senate remained silent
while these untrne statements were be-
g made.  Senator Lynch spoke im-
mediately after Senator Needham, but
no reference was made by him io the
statements, ner did he attempi to ve-
fute them. I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 (West): T think
My, Sommers is to be eommended for
having broughi up this question, hecause
it enables us. at any rate from this dis-
tance from Melbourne, to do something
to refuie the statemenis made by Sen-
ator Needham. I quite agree with Alr.
Sommers that ihe statements are hoth
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unwarrantable and untruthful.  What
are we building the agricultural lines
in various parts of this State for, and
what are we inducing people from the
old country and from olher purts of
Anstralia to come here for? Is it not
becanse there is an abundance of land,
and that we are also salisfied that the
permanent prosperity of this eountry is

wrapped up in agricultural develop-
ment thronghout  Western  Australia?

It is to me a surprising statement. 1
think hon, members will agree that
there is never any dearth of land in this
country. The diffieulty is rather fo
give such facilities of transit that the
land can be untilised to the best advan-
tage. It 1s astomishing to think that any
person holding the responsible position
that Mr, Needham occupies should utter
a slander so serious as thai contained
m the statemenis attrtbuted to him,
Unless rapidly contradieted, such state-
ments cannot help doing a considerable
amount of injury to the State. In fact
such a statement as this, if put side by
side with some of the literature distri-
buied by the Government in various
parts of the world, would go to show
one of two things; either gross fraud oun
the part of the Government in endea-
vouring to induee immigrants to come
to this State, or that Mr. Needham has
made what the hon. Mr. Sommers has
characterised as a most unwarrantable
and untruthful statement. Exeept one
be quite sure of one’s ground it is al-
ways a wrong thing to atéribule motives,
but I think that in this instanee the
motive underlying the statement is elear.
Mr. Needham is a nominee of the Lab-
our party and he owes his position in
the Senate to the fact that he was a
nominee of that party at the last elee-
tions. Many of us, indeed most of us n
this Stafe, ave striving onr ulmost to
assist the Government in their policy of
attracting popnlation to Western Ans-
tralia, and are supporting generally the
policy of bringing population to all parts
of the Commonwealth. The onlv safe-
guard we have against this place being
made an object of attack 1n time to
come is by placing a considerable popu-
lation 1hrougioat Australia. It is as

[COUNCIL.
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good as any defence scheme. But
apart trom that aspeet of this question
—the point of view of defence—this im-
migration policy is a thing that eannot
fail (v make the people already in the
country wealthy. And we know that
the party tw whielh Senator Needham
belongs is apposed to inunigration of any
kind.

The Colonial Secretary : Hear, hear,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The statement has
been made with a view to keeping the
whole of Australia for the handful of
people now settled around the coast.
If statements of the kind ecan get pub-
licity they will seare people away from
Australia. Tt is part of the Tabour
party’s policy, and as pursued has al-
ready done serious injury to the Com-
monwealth. When one listens to the
observations made by Mr. Needham, one
cannot help being struck by the contrast
they present to the conduct of all pub-
liec men in Canada. There, no matter to
which side a man belongs, his efforts are
put forward to further the poliey of
bringing an abundanece of population to
the Dominion. It is only by that means
that they ean hope ever to fully develop
their areas; and lovally do they uphold
the policy. Although net perhaps in the
immediate future, the time will surely
conme when, if the people of Ausiraha do
not populate their eountry with the right
class of immigrants, the eivilised na-
tions will not continue to allow Aus-
tralia Lo hold the ecuntry and keep it in
idleness. (ermany with its millions of
people barred altogether from landing
in America—if anything should oceur to
the mother counfry it is certain that
Germany would make its descent on
Anstralia and demand a large slice of
the eountry. The policy of the Labour
party and of Mr. Needham is to keep
people out of this country and it is
simply motives of that character which
have impelled him to make the state-
ments he has made. It is just as well to
know that all the people in the Eastern
States are not imbned with Mr. Need-
ham’s ideas. It was a pleasure for me
vecently to attend a congress at which
Mr. Deakiu spoke, and at which he gave
unstinled praise to the Government of
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this Staie for the eiforts they are mak-
ing towards populating our large areas.
Were it not for the fact that Mr. Need-
ham occupies 2 position as member of the
Senate we could aford to ignore his
statemenis altogether. There can he neo
doubt about our policy of opening up
the country. One has but to vake the
monthly Statistical Abstraer and turn
to the figures showing month by month
the land taken up and put to agrienl-
tural purposes.  These tigures cannot

fail to be thoroughly convineing. . They
in themselves give an emphaiic denial

to the statement made by Mr., Needham
whieh as has ahready been said is a very
antrathful one indeed. 1 have pleasure
in supporting the motion.

Hon. W. MALEY (South-East): Hav-
ing heen through the Eastern Staies and
got into toueh with a number of people
of all shades of opinion T must say that
the speeches made here to-day are ex-
pressive of the opinion that is held
throughent Australia with regard to the
need for population. It is a ery in every
State of the Commonwealth, and it is a
great libel fo say that YWestern Aus-
tralia bas no land available for the
purpose. I cannot understand how a
Senator representing Western Australia,
or as the hon. member says, misrepre-
sentinz the State, could dare to make
the assertion he has made in Melbourne
i view of the fact that in Collins-street
we have an ageney which is sending a
large nnmber of farmers to settle on the
land in Wesiern Australia, and through
which agenecy reporfs are daily made
publie of the success attending the ef-
fort~ of the Government to induce the
people of the Bastern States to seitle on
our soil. When I was in Tasmamia an
ingicnificant  newspaper published at
Launeeston came out with a leading
article oan Western Australia in which it
was #aid that the bubble had already
burst. This question was discussed at
one of the principal hotels in Hobart.
and 1 was very pleased to find that there
were present many cosmopolitan  men
who had been in Western Australia and
whn were cognisant of the real facts and
who, I must =av, roundly denounced the
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newspaper. That newspaper I have oe-
casion to believe did itself no good what-
ever by decrying Western Australia.
After all we are not dependent entirely
upon our own reports. We have the
private veporls which these people on
onr lands are eontinunally sending back
to their friends. We have 40,000,000
acres of land suitable for agricultural
sefflement in this State: and not only
for agrienlrural settlement hut for fruil
growing. The possibilities are so great
wat one is astounded at the audacity of
aay person, however uninformed, who
ean get up and make such a statement
as that eredited to Senator Needham. I
hope that when he comes (o Western
Australia he will be better known than
he has been in the past, even if he he
less respected.

Hon. G. THROSSELL (East): To re-
fute the statements made by Mr. Need-
ham, it should he sufficient to point to the
enormous amount of new settlement now
proceeding in the State and to the poliey
of the Government under whieh we are
building so many agricultural railways.
It way be true that Australia does not
lend ifself to seitlemeni as does Canada
with its 1,000 miles of praivie lands 600
miles in width. Yet we are told that we
possess some 6,000,000 aeres of land with
sufficieni rainfall for wheat growing.
Sueh figures going forth should be in
themselves a suficient condemmation of
My, Needham'’s statement. It is remark-
able that anyone should deery in the way
he has done the capabilities of our own
State. We have not only roomn for hun-
dreds of people hut for millions if we do
our duty by this splendid land of ours. 1
have no more to sav except to remind hon.
members that we have 6.000,000 acres of
land with a rainfall ample for wheat
growing. That fact in itself should be a
sufficient refutation of such a libel as this.

Hon. . CONNOR: I think the state-
ment made by Mr. Needham is one de-
serving of condemnatory notice by every
citizen of Western Australia. [ think, in
fact T am sure, that this ic the resnlt of
our entering into what is known as the
“noose” of Federation. The fact that it
i= possible for a so-called represenin-
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tive of (his ecountry 10 go to what we may
now, as far as we ourselves are con-
cerned, regard almost as a foreign coun-
try and decry our resources in the manner
this misrepresentative of this counfry has
done, is worthy of notice. IHis state-
menis should be resented by every publie
man in the State. I think almost every
member of this House was cognisant of
the fact thait these remarks had been
made by Mr. Needbam. However thanks
are due to Mr. Sommers for having put
the matter iu such shape that it is now
brought under the notice of everybody.
As no doubt this maiter has been taken
notice of by the Government we are
naturally anxious to know what sieps
it is proposed to be taken in respect to
refuting this libel. Have any steps been
taken up to the present, and if not why
not 9 If no steps have already been
taken, I think we have a vight to know
what steps will be laken in the futnure
towards the vefutation of the libel on
this great State which the gentleman
who misrepresents Fremantle has made.
I hope some action will be iaken by the
Govermeni to refute this statement in
fhe very near futnre.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Cennolly) : T think it is very
much to be vegretted that a gentleman,

oceupying the position which Mr, Need-.

ham does, should have made such a state-
ment. As correctly stated by previous
speakers, the statenient made by Mr.
Needhiam would not matter so much, but,
occupying the position he does as a
Senator, people may perhaps helieve him.
I am willing lo put it down more te¢ his
ignorance, as T helieve the Senator pos-
sesses no real knowiedge of the State,
rather than that he has made a deliber-
ately false statement.

Hom., . Patrick :
silence of the others ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Iu
is regretlable that any of the other five
did not see fit to contradiet the state-
ment. and that there is a Mimster in the
Senate ai the preseni lime who iz a Wes-
tern Awustralian representative, and he
did not seem fo think it his duly fo con:
tradiet the statement. Ti iz a pity that
a ztatemend should go forth whieh can in

What about the
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any way retard the land settlement going
forwarad, and the inflow of immigrants
which are steadily coming into this coun-
trv. When I say that Senator Needham
iz ignorant ou fhis matter, that s appar-
ent, for the Statistical Abstract shows
that during the month of Aungust
143,000 acres of land were taken up under
different sections of the Land Aet. In
September 138,000 acres were taken up,
and in the next month 182.000 acres, and
this is going steadily on. That is a suffi-
cient answer to this gentleman, and shows
that we have land which is being settled.
There is no getting away from the faet
that the party to which Senator Need-
kam belongs, although they do not al-
ways openly state so, ave opposed to any
in¢rease in our immigration policy ; their
poliey seems to be to keep a few people
in this State, so that there will not be
so much competition for positions or bil-
lets that are going. I have felt that for a
long time, As some members have men-
tinned, take lhe example of Canada. We
find there that no oue publishes any ad-
verse report of the couniry, but all are
very keen in praising up their ecuntry
il saying  evervthing in  its favouvr.
Here, unfortunately, even our own
legislators think it their so-called duty in
decry our own State. I am pleased indeed
that Mr, Sonmers moved the motion, for
it has given an apportunity for a denial
in that way, and the hon. member de-
serves the thanks of Lhe House for so
dning.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) :
The thanks of the House are due fo Mr.
Sommers for bringing forward this
matter ; af the same fime. it appears lo
be one of those hald statements which
are almosi beneath the notice of anvone,
and the correct way for the CGlovernment
to answer these statemenis iz to send
along the siatistics showing the appliza-
tions approved during the last six monihs
and the applications that have not heen
eranled up to ihe present time,

The Colonial Secrelary @ All that in-
formation itz in the Melbonrne Ageney
now,

Hon, B. M. CLARKE : These statis-
ties require fo bhe read oul as near io
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Senaior Needhaw's seat as possible. I
think a statement is ome thing, but
facts and figures are the proper things
to go on. I do not feel like making any
remark in reference io the statement,
hecause it is self-evident tv anyoue in-
quiring into the matter. 1t 15 said that
a falsehood travels quicker than the
truih, and, therefore, it is up to the Gov-
ernment to send aleng the statisties and
have them read out as near to the hon.
gentleman’s seat as possible,

Hon, W, Kingsmill : That Parliament
has prorogued.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Let it be ve-
vived a Hitle later on. We are siraining
every effort to construet railways into
all parts of this continent. One thing,
Western Australia has the land and
wanls people to settle on it, and how a
person  from  Western Australia  can
make sueh a  statement az Mr. Needham
did puzzles me. The thing is self-evi-
dent, bur it 18 just as well to contradict
it right away. There are thousands of
acres being applied for every month of
the vear: this is going on and likely to
go on. The policy of the Government is
to construcl new railways into new areas,
and thai i1s self-evident to anyone who
goes into the question at all.

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): I wish
simply to state that I desire to add my
voice to the chorus of protest against
the acilon of Senator Needham in ‘he
Senate dec¢rying the land of this State,
The remarks of members, and the stat-
isties of the Lands Department showing
the enormous and continuous increase of
land settlement in Western Australia are
a eomplete refutation of the statement.
The experience of the settlers from the
Eastern Stales who have sold up their
homes there to come to Western Australia,
and have settled here and become prus-
perous. 15 sufficient disproof of what
Senator Needham has stated. I rvegret,
in inirodueing this matter, Mr. Sommers
should have seen fit to indulge in per-
sopaliiies. T fail to see it is any rve-
flection on his ¢haraeter or position as a
man or a politician that Senator Need-
ham shounld have been a boilersmitly, or
a boilersmith’s assistant at 7s. 6d. a dax.
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I do net think the Labour parvty should
Lave heen imporied into this diseussion
at all. The Labour party are not op-
posed to immigration. they support it,
especially agrieultuval immigration; T
do not say they support wholesale immi-
eration. but inmnigration for the setile-
ment of the land. This is supposed o
be a non-party House, but from my ex-
perience lately, direct attacks have been
wade npon the Labour party. It is pos-
sible tn carry on a controversy without
introducing  parly into a debate. 1
strongly protest against ithe statement
made by Senator Needham, and I regret
very sincerely {hat a representative of
Western Australia in the House shounld
have made such a statewnent.

Hon. J. W. Hackett : There were five
Labour members in the Senate and they
said not a word.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (in reply¥) : I
have to thauk hon. members for the re-
warks which they have wade. T may
say that my justification for implicating
other members in the Senate in this mat-
fer was that there were five other Labour
members present, and {hey remained
silent when the stafement was made.
That is my justification for referring to
them at all. If that is the sort of repre-
sentation we are to get, God help us.
T express the hope that the Government
will take some steps to refute this state-
men{ which has bheen made, and I alse
express the hupe that when Senator
Needham veturns fo ihis State he will
mike hetier use of bis railway pass, and
perhaps under ‘the guidanee of some
members of this House—T will do so—he
will he shown what he does not know,
some of the agrieultural resourees of
this State. [ beg leave to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

BILL—BUNBURY HARBOCUR
BOARD.
Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—VERMIN BOARDS.
Second reading.
Dehaie resnmed from 10th December.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE {South-West):
Realising that some such measure as
this is necessary, I ean only say I have
mueh pleasure in supporting the Bill,
but there is one exception T take to it,
and that is the maximum of 2s. per hun-
dred acres. It seems to me that is
rather a high fee to pay. We realise
that it is necessary to destroy the ver-
min, and I think the Government shonld
add to the schedule of what eonstitutes
vermin the words “kangarcos in  the
North-West distriets.’® The settlers up
to a certain point pay, I think, 4d. per
-sealp, and they appear to me to hail
with delight the Bill, but the question
for debate is whether 2s. per hundred
aeres is not rather high, bearing in mind
that settlers are paying from 3s. to 10s.
per thousand acres, and when we take
into consideration that they have to take
.an immense area of land, the amount is
rather high. 1 only moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate to get an expression
of opinion from my elecliors as to the
measure in general, and they think it is
first-class and are in sympathy with it,
beeause up to the present lime they have
contributed so much out of their pockets
in destroying vermin, but they vealise
that certain persons get every benefit
from the destruction of those vermin and
do not econtribute anything. In Com-
mittee I shall attempt to reduee the
amount of 2s. to something lower,

Hon, F. CONNOR  (North) ¢+ T was
one of the several persons interested in
‘the northern portion of the State, who
urged the Government to bring in a Bill
with the object that this measure has
in view. I am still of opinien that neces-
sibv exists for a Bill of this nature, but
I sugwest for the consideration of the
Colonial  Secvetary that the Bill has
been drafted somewhat to suit the closer
setllement areas, and will not he suitable
for eerltain distriets of the econntry.,
Take the Kimberley district. Fast and
West Kimberley, the areas held there
n into large figures; in one instance

[COUNCIL.)

Second rearding.

there is a holder there of four million
acres of land. Well now, those four mil-
lion aeres will probably represent not
more than a millien aeres of land
that would be of any vse to holders, ar
I should say certainly not that much.
Certainly a small proportion of land
held is of -any use Lo the people who
hold it, bui all must be taken up so as
to prevent what is know as ‘‘dummy-
ing,”’ whereby people stari breeding
a small number of cattle. I intend to
snpport the Bill, but T will ask that
the Government should agree that until
the necessity arises, certain distriets
one of which [ represent, the East Kim-
berley—I will leave Mr. MecLarty to
deal with West Kimberley himself—
should be exempted from ithe provisions
of this Bill. This Bill does not sunii
the Kimberleys. Xt is a most excellent
measire for a country where there are
comparatively small holdings and closer
settlement, but it does not apply. or
it should not he intended to apply to
the country in the very far north, where
we deal with millions of acres. It was
never infended that Mr. MeLarty or
other very large holders of land shounld
be liable to be rated to the extent of
£3,000 per annum, which he eertainly
wounld be liable to, and it does not fol-
low either that a man like Mr. Coplev—
and T think it is a good ihing for the
State that a man like Mr. Copley is
here to develop these far northern lands

and raise stoeck on them—I say it is
not  fair that sueh people should be
placed in the position whereby they

would have to pay a heavy rate at the
order of a board in connection with the
election of whieh thev would have only
a small say. The voting in eonnection
with the election of these hoards will show
that the large holders will not have
mnuch say, and these boards will have
the right to rate np to £4,000 per annur
on one halding, and the holder will have
no say whatever in the disbursement of
that menev. 1 am one of the most
ardent advacates of the Vermin Bill,
but I will mave when the measure is
in Committee, that at least the district
which T represent mure direetly. should
he exempted, and as 1 have =aid, T will
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leave Mr. Melarty, who represents the
West Kimberlex. te handle his own dis-
trict. 1t would be an impossibility for
the holders of very large areas lo meet
the levy they would have tv pay. Under
this Bill 1 have no hesitation in saying
that the large holders will have no say
whatever in counection with the dis-
bursements of the funds.

The Colonial Secretary: The hoards
will have to spend the money as provided
by the Bill

Hon, ¥. CONNOR: We know lhat,
but it iz a question of handling perhaps
thousandz of pounds of other people’s
ey, and where vou have boards com-
poszed alinost exclusively—and 1 say this
at the risk of offending my friend, Mr.
Drew—of what we might eall the working
men, by this I mean comparatively speak-
ing. the holders of small areas; I say the
boards would be composed of such people,
and where they have the right to levy up
to as mueh as £30,000, it is not human
nature tu expect that they would spend
that money in the manner that the holders
of the large areas would desire. Al-
though 1 will vote for the second reading,
I now say that it will be necessarv to
materially alter the Bill in respect to cer-
tain distriets, and especinily to the dis-
triets in the far north of the country,
where very lurge holdings are held. One
of the princ¢ipal supporters of the Bill
in anather place told me. if he had real-
ised what these provisions would he as
applied 1o the Kimberleys, he would Lave
drawn altention to the fact.

Hon. V. Palrick : T thought the
Bill was discussed clause by clause at a
meeting of the Pastoralists’ Assocciation.

Hon, F. CONNOR: I do not know
about that: although T am a member of
the assaciation. 1 wag not at the meeting
where this Bill was discussed elause by
clause. I1f T had heen there I should
have deawn afteniiun to the rate, This
rate should appeal to the eommon sense
of members.

Hon. J. . Kirwan: Wonld you sug-
gest any alternative scheme for East
Kimberley?

Hon., F. CONNOR: T would suggest
that East Kimberley be left out of the
province of the Bill for the time heing.
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I would sugwest a tax on stock.  As the
Bill s drafted it is only wasting the time
of the House in my opinion discussing
it. T say this rating while very high for
the larger aveas, is too low for the south-
ern part of the State where you have
closer settlement, and where vyou can
cope with these pests, but when yon come
to an area like the Kimberleys, and where
you cannot fence the country in, it is an
eutively different matter. Yon would un-
der these cireumstances put yourself com-
pletely in the hands of the board, and
that hoard would he ahle fo rate vou,
and spend your money against vour own
intevests. T do feel it is an unsatistac-
tory position as regards the far northern
distriets, and I will ask in Committee if’
no beiter scheme ean be suggested, that
at least the Kimberleys should be exemp-
ted.

Hon. J, M. DREW (Central): T am
mueh surprised at the tone of the remarks
of Mr. Connor after my experien¢e with
a large number of pastoralists from the-
North-West. When I was Minister for
Agniculture, I was approached by a
greut many pastoralists, who beseeched
nte to bring in a Bill of the character
af that introduced this session. [ had
one in e¢ourse of preparation when T left
oflice, and in that Bill the tax was based
on the number of stock.

Hon. F, C'onnor: That is fair.

Hon. J, M, DREW : After giving care-
ful consideration 1o thiz Bill, and viewing
the matter trom every point, I think
it is an  improvement for the reason
that there may be a large extent of land
held purely for speculative purposes.
which would be simply a breeding ground
for vermin. Why zhounld not these peo-
ple therefore. be laxed as well a= the
stoek owners? Right through our distriet,
the Central province, there has been a
persistent agitation for a Bill «of this
character. Thousands of head of sheep.
and hundreds of calves are every wvear
destroved by dingoes. and since [ left
the office of Minister for Agviculture 1
have received letters from roads hoards
in the different districts in my Provinee
asking me o0 use my influence with the
Government to see that this Vermin Bill
was brought forward, and almost every
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six monihs the present Minister for Agyi-
culture has been approached by the pas-
toralists, and requesied to introduce a
measure of this deseription. It may he
satd that a tax of 2s. per hundred acres
is ton high, but it must be understood that
that amount is the maximum. They may
make it a 1d. per nne hundred acres,
and the hoards to be elected will be com-
posed of the very men who will contri-
bute this tax. This Bill need not apply
to any district, unless there is an appli-
cation for that to be done. As far
as | ean see there is only one ddefect
in the Bill, and that is there is no pro-
vision for exemption for the man who
makes his holdings vermin proof. There
is a squatter in the Shark Bay distriet
who has fenced in his runs with vermin
proof netling, and it seems (o me in fair-
ness to that man. he shonld be exempt
as far as those holdings of his are con-
cerned. He started a couple of years
ago, and has gone io enormous expense
in feneing his runs with  rabbit-proof
netting.  In order to encourage others
to do likewise, anyone who fences his
runs in such a manner should be exempt
in regard to the particular blocks so en-
elosed, but not otherwise. The trme ob-
jJest of introducing a Bill of this charae-
ter is to prevent pests spreading. If a
man has fenced his runs with rabbit-
proof netting, although he may fence
them in in his own holdings, they cannot
be a menace to any of the pastoralists
outside, consequently he should not be
ealled wpon te pay a tax in regard to
those particular blocks. That is the only
defect T can see in the Bill. It seems to
me to have been carefully drafted and
simple, and covers all the ground that is
necessary. The tax of 2s. per hundred
acres may seem too high, but as 1 have
stated, that is the maximum. A tax of
only 1d. can be iwmposed, if the necessity
demands it. 1 have much pleasure in
supporting the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. W. MALEY (South-East): This
Bill is to deal with the conditions obtain-
Ing all over the State, and it appears to
me a most difficult proposition.  So diffi-
enlt are the conditions in the agrienlinral
districts where there is closer settlement,
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and in the pastoral distriets, that it is
almost impossible to effectively deal on
these lines with the trouble in respect to
vermin.  In oy opinion it would be more
equitable to hase the rate on the ztoek
held by the individual. Tt is, after all,
affording a preieciion {o the stoek a man
holds at so much per head. Tt 1s similar
to water supply ; though there may be
a general rate of a moderate amount,
there may be a special rate for the unse
the individual gels; in the one instance
it is gauged by meter ; in the other it is
perhaps a  matlhematieal proposition. I
think a seleet committee would be able to
give this Bill the consideration it needs,
and to devote the time neeessary o un-
prove it so as to niake it a satisfactory
measwre Lo be passed by this House. I
trust that the Bill will be referred to a
seleet commiittee composed of representa-
tive mnen interesied in both (he pastoral
and the agrienltural industries, so that
both sides may be represented. 1 think
a select committee could frame a report
and suggest alterations so as to wake the
Bill acceptable to this House and to the
country.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER
(North) : This Bill attempts too much I
think. Tf il were based upon the divi-
sion of the State into three or more parts
and the conditions were made applicable
to each portion of the State it wonld be
a fairly workable measure. As has just
been pointed out, the South is essentially
distinet in soil and climate from the Cen-
tral portion, and the Central is distinet
in climate from the North-West; while
the North-West, as we all know, is much
differeni in elimate and econditions fo the
North. I think the conditions applicable
to each portion of the State should be
singled out. The Bill has excellent pro-
visions in it appliecahble to closer settle-
ment where there 15 a large population,
but it is iotally unsuited o the large areas
of eomparatively speaking unpopulated
eouniries in the far North. T trust that
members in Committee will do their best
to make the Bill workahle in the divection
I have pointed ont, by dividing the State
into distriets and each distriet having a
prineiple of rating entirely distinet and
its own,
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
replyt: 1 am quite willing to listen to
any amendments that may be proposed
in Coimnittee, hur I think the amendment
proposed by Mr. Connor is somewhat un-
reazonable.  When introducing the mea-
sure | said it was regrettable that the
Bill had nor been introduced some-10 or
12 vears ago. If we o not make it ap-
pl¥ io the Kimberley district, then there
will not he in existence suel a provision
as we shonld have had in existence in the
Southern portion of the Stale years ago
to wive proteclion from the rabbii inva-
sion. Now is just the time that they have
need in the Kimberlev disiviet for such
a provision as fhie. This iz a Bill that
has been asked for-by the pastoralists for
a number of vears. as Mr. Drew has
pointed out. Mr. Drew mentioned that
when he was Minister the pastoralists
asked him to iniroduce a Bill on these
lines. We are merely passing a machin-
ery measure to enable people to deal with
these pests themselves. The Bill takes
nathing from the people, it simply pro-
vides machinery to allow them to form
hoards and tax fthemeelves. T eannot
agree with My. Connor thai the bhoards
wonld be in the hands of small holders,
because Clanse 13 provides that a man
having under 10,000 acres will have only
one vote, and that the man holding from
10,000 aeres (o 100000 acres shall have
two votes.  The amenidmeni mentinned
by Mr. Drew should, T think. have every
consideratton: that is, whenever s land-
holder encloses lis holding with sermin-
proof feneing it should be worthy of
consideration as to whether he should be
exempt from the rating proposed in the
Bill. But let me say again that 2= is
only the maximum rate. and it is entirely
in the hands of the landhoiders them-
gelves through their representatives on
the hoards to say whether the rate he
4. 2d. or Zs If 1he need arises the
machinery 1= there to raise a sum of
money to eope wiih it: and T venture tn
say that in such a case squatters and
seleclors would be only too glad to put
their hands in their pockets once and far
all e endeavour ic siop the verniin,
when it might cost them ten times the
amount if thev neglected to do ii af the
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preper moment.  Fowever, these amend-
menis can be Further discussed in Com-
mitiee, hui’ | am pleased to notice the
wond reception given to the Bill and the
complimentary remarks made by such
members as Mr. Drew. who has consider-
able experience in administering the de-
partmeni under which thiz Bill comes.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a zecond time.

BILL—BRIDGETOWN - WILGARRUP
RATLAWAY.
Second Reading. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Comnolly) in moving the second
reading satd: This, and another Bill 1
shall have the pleaswre of intreducing
in a day or two, namely the Upper Chap-
man Railway Bill, are the last remain-
ing railwayvs in the programme of rail-
way construction mentioned in the poliey
speech of May, 1906, when the present
Government assumed (he reins of office.
This Bill is a proposal to extend the
Brideetown railway to Wilgarrap in a
South-Westerly divection for a distance
of 2214 miles. Members will prohably
notice on the wall of the House a map
showing ihe voute of the railway and
the settlemeni in the distriet, and the
elassifieation of the land. This railway
starts from Bridgetown, which is 186
miles from Perth.  dost members of
this Chamber have some acquaintance
with the fine district. and the nice lhttle
town of Bridgetown. As 1 said before,
the length of the line is to he 22V miles;
the rails will he 45lbs., the usual weight
of rails used on light railwavs: the
sleepers will be 8in. by -hin.: the gauge
will be our siandard gauge of 3ft. 6in.,
while the steepest gradient will he not
more than one in 40, and the sharpest
curve will have a 10-¢hain radius. The
estimated eost of eonstruction. that ie
excluding rails and fastenings. iz £20.000,
or a little over £900 per mile: the esti-
mated eost of rvails and fastenings is
£14.900, or £670 per mile. and the rotat
cost excluding rolling stoek is estimated
at approximately £33.000, or an approxi-
mate cost per mile of £1.573. The ecost
will be higher than the cost of ordinary
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agrieniltural railways, because the coun-
try to be passed through is more hilly
than in the case with lines such as the
Katanning-Kojonup, or the Wagin-Dum-
bleyutyr, whieh practieally go through
flar countvy from start to finish. Reek-
oning 4 per ceni. on the cost of con-
struction it will mean something like
£14,000 per annum to pay interest and
sinking fund on the cost 1 have men-
tioned, namely £35,000. Last year we
passed a Bill to construet another line
in this part of the conntry—1 speak of
the Donnybrook-Preston lhime—and the
greal success that has attended the con-
struetion of that railway we anticipate
will artend the building of this line.
Fuor iastance, it will be seen from the
Commissioner of Railway’s report for
the last finaneial year that the Donny-
brook-Preston line made a profit  of
£913, after providing for the cost of run-
ning and inferest on eost of construe-
tion.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie:
other timber line?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
but, as in the case of the Dounybrook-
Preston line, we anticipate there will be
a considerable timber traffic over this
line.  The Donnybrook-Preston line
touched jarral country; in this ease we
will just tonch the beginning of the
karri eountry.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Is the land open
for selection?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Most
of it. The line when huilt will open up
a very big extent of eountry, and ex-
eeptionally wood countvy. T rather sus-
pect Mr. Kingsmill’s meaning. Most of
the land, whieh the railway passes
throngh. may have heen taken up some
time ago.

Ifon, W. Kingsmill : 1 do not mean
that; T rvefer to timher companies, or
things like that. Some of these com-
panies are a bit in the way of seleetion.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : There
are no timber companies in the way.

Hon, W. Maley: Because there is no
goud timber to ent, only blackbutt.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. wmember has not heen there. I have
gone over il during the last six months;

Is this an-
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there is exeeplionally good karr, and in
soule places there iz jarrah within easy
reach of the line. The timber country
has not been taken up. It will be let
under the new system of sawmill permits
and it ean be worked in that way. In
this distriet the rainfall is very good,
being from 35 to 43 inches. 1 may point
ont that the country in which karel zrows
is always exeeptionally good.  Jarrah
usually grows on ironstone ridges, but
karri 15 invariably found growing on ex-
eeptionally good seil. This is the first
section of a railway fo open up that vask
and magnificent  country between Den-
mark on the South and Bridgetown on
{he North. There has been a (rial sur-
vey, 2 horsehack =uvvey, made between
the two points. i is hoped thai eventu-
ally these two points will be joined and
the ratlway run right through. The line
will epen up that magniticeni karri coun-
try now lying idle.

Hon, J. W. Hackett: Does not this
line go to the west of Denmark?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
not in a direet line, but it follows a route
which gives the most land. More par-
ticularly in the Bridgetown and the War-
ren country it is a vastly different pro-
position (o° open up the lands than to
open lands in the Eastern distriets. Tt
will take very much longer to open up
snch lands and it will be more costly to
clear them, bui when cleared they will
carry a much larger population, three or
four times the number as compared with
a similar area in the Eastern districts.
The land lends itself to cultivation, which
is not possible in the districts T bhave
mentioned. 1 have already stated that a
goad deal of this land is heavily timbered,
and that it is not proposed to allow that
timher to he destroyed and burnt. The tim-
her areas will be reserved until they have
been taken up under sawmill permits and
the marketable timber has heen cut ounf.
The land will then be available for settle-

meni. Mr. Jolmston, the Surveyor Gen-
eral, In reporting upon this country,
SaYS =—

“This line will afford transport fa-
cilities to a number of settlers who are
engaged in mixed farming and stoek
raising, in conjunction with apple
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mrowing., 2, It will, undoubtedly, ren-
der the present setilers’ task of trans-
porting produce to a profitable market
much easier, as they now have to con-
tend against great difliculties, carting
produce long distances. 3, A large ex-
tent of the couniry that will be served
by this railway is eminently adapted
for the cultivation of rooi crops. the
growth of introduced grasses and, in
view of the abundani rainfall and mild
climafe with which it is endowed, is
well adapted for dairying purposes,
and must in the not distant future be
largely utilised for that purpose. 4,
The eapabilitics ot the soil and climate
for the profitable cultivation of apples,
pears, peaches, and smatler fruits have
been proved without any doubt. In
addition it has proved itself well adap-
ted for profitable sheep farming. Por-
tions of it, especially the valleys and
some of the hillsides, when improved
and put under grass, will be capable of
carrying up io four sheep to the acre,
if grazed in small paddocks”
Tand that will carry four sheep to the
acre, when improved like that, would in
any country be described as first-class. A
nuniber of members have seen this par-
ticular distriet and they will undoubtedly
agree with the Survevor General’s re-
port. \With regard to the railway itself,
it will zerve a population of, at the pre-
sent time, something like 350, The resi-
dent occupiers of the various lands num-
ber 110, while the area held by them is
41,000 acres. The non-resident holders
hold 16,000 acres. The land under culti-
vation this yvear was 950 acres of or-
chards, 113 acres of root crops, and 1,600
acres of cereals. The area of land cleared
and vingbarked ftotals 72,000 aecres. A
number of eangs of men have heen ihere
for the pasi two years, and until May of
this vear, ringbarking and partially clear-
ing the land. This land has been re-
served in the pasi, hui it is now available
for settlement, and settlers who uo on the
land can begin to clear almest immedi-
ately.
Hon. (. Randell: How many bridges
are there?
The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
There is one costly bridge, with ecostly
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approaches, formation, and construetion,
after the line leaves Bridgetown, but the
rest of the route is noi particularly ex-
pensive. The whole cost, however, is con-
siderably added to by the necessity for
the bridge 1 have mentioned and other
expenses in conneclion with the line get-
ting away from Bridgetovn. As mem-
bers know, that districi is very hilly. The
average vield of grain and ceveals in the
distriet is 18 bhushels of wheat, 23 hun-
dredweights of hay, and eight tons of
potatoes, according to last season’s figures.
I would draw particolar attention to ihe
poszibilities of potato growing. This is
not n cereal distriet bur it will develop
into a disiriet for the growing of pota-
taes and root crups and for dairving, Tf
there is one Lhing iare pariicularly than
another which we want te obtain here, it
is a distriet with good possibilities for
dairving and also for the growth of root
crops. The land open fur selection with-
in a 13-mile radius of the line totals
180,00 acres. The land selected with-
in that radius is 57,000 acres while the

total land within  the influence of
the railway is 375,000 acres. During

the last 12 months 28,000 acres have been
selected, under the various seetions of the
Land Aet, within 12 wmiles of the line.
In 1906 an area of some 5,000 acres was
subdivided near the terminus of the line
into blocks of 200 aeres each. and ring-
barking was carried out in this particular
area. To members accustemed to wheat
areas in the Eastern and other distriets
this may seem a very small area, but it
will provide in that distriel ample oppor-
tunities for a man to make a good living.
An area of 3400 aeres was ringharked
and cleared at a eost of £1,300. Mr.
Surveyor Terry., who has had a deal of
experience in surveving and classifyving
land, was responsible for the present
division and he says thai of the 3.000
acres surveyed one half is worth 30= and
the balanee 10s. and 20s. per acre. Mr.
Surveyor Burnett in his report savs—
“The present survey stops on the
edre of the karri eountry, and io my
mind the centre line of the future ex-
tension should he definitely fixed as
soon as possible so that the railway
can be made the boundary of the sur-
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vey of seleciions, The first eight miles
of the present survey passes along a
valley which is graduwally being put
down in orchards which, with the ex-
ception of one, I have not seriously in-
terfered with, but wlich will neces-
sitate compensation being paid for the
land resumed, and the same thing will
occur on the extension heyond Manjim-
up if the centre line iz not fixed within
a reasonable time. This distriet is emi-
nently suited for fruit growing amongst
other things, and in future years will
be largely planted. Something should
be also done to ennserve these magnifi-
cent karri trees from being wasted. I
have run and blazed a contour line
along the extension from Manjimup
for about three miles so as to show the
‘et-away.” "

I have already mentioned that provision
will be made so that the available mar-
ketable timber will not be destroyved and
burnt up. The timber karri areas will
be reserved until the holders of sawmill
permits have had an opportunity to eut
the timber and send it away to mavket.

Hon. W_. Maley: ‘There is precious
little karri there.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
The line does not go through karri coun-
try up to the terminns but i toueches the
edge of a large karri arven, and any kacri
fand up to within 15 miles of the railway
will be immediately taken up, as the tmber
can be carted for that distanee. As [
have mentioned hefore I think it is a
foregone conelusion that the line will be
a remarkably good paying one, and we
can tell that owing to the experience of
the Donnybrook-Preston line. The latter
line has opened up very good land and
has gone through good timber country,
and T feel sure the proposed new line,
being very similar in that respect, will
pay handsomely. T have not heen aleng
the Donnybrook-Preston line, but I have
been over the route for the proposed one,
and 20 miles beyond it, and T have no
lhesitation in saying this line will open up
some of the nicest and best country T
have seen in Western Australia. T have
much pleasnre in moving—

* That the Bill be wow vead a second
time,
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Hon, W. MALEY (South-East) : T am
surprised that some menmiber representing
the distriet through which the line is to
pass has not risen in lis place to support
the Bill. T think this is the first ceeas-
ton in the history of legislation of this
State that members have been so hack-
ward, and I ean only put it down to their
diffidence, T certainly believe they want
the line and long vevy eavnestly for i,
and 1t must he that those gentlemen are
diffident i supporting a railway which
will pledge the State to sueh an expendi-
ture in these very distressing times. There
is before this House ot the present time
a motion to dispose of the proposal to
construet o doek for Fremantle, and with
sueh urgent need for economies as exist we
should at any rate hesitate before we em-
bark on the eonstruction of fresh rail-
ways. When we consider that no mem-
her representing the Province through
which this railway is proposed to be con-
structed is prepared to rise and support
the Bill, this House should hesitate hefore
accepting the measure. Not that I have
any thing against railway construction,
or the opening up of the lands of this
State, but T think the proposal should he
supported, eriticised and approved and
its necessity thoroughly established, be-
fore a measure is passed. I have been
through the country, and 1 say unhesita-
tingly that on the Minister's own showing
they are hetter propesals for railway con-
struetion in the State at present. The
Government have pledged themselves and
have embarked on certain  enierprises
which they are bound to follow up.  The
Minister, in introducing the Bill, had
muceh to say for the karri country. The
potentialities of the karri country al-
though they have been ridiculed have not
been understood, they are wnot un-
derstood  to-day Dby many  people
of the State.  The Minisler truly said
that rooi erops will be grown in the dis-
trict. T look forward to the time when
the karri country will hecome the great
preducing conntry of Western Austra-
Ha. It is true this vailway will just tap
that enuntry.  On the other hand the
Government have pnrchased a line which
enes into the karri eountry. It touches
the country at Denmark, and if the Gov-
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ernment had determined to put before
the conntry the hest finaneial poliey
they would have construcied the whole
length through the karri ecuntry in-
stead of just touching it at one end.
I contend that they are taking the
wrong end for the consiruction of this
Iine. [ protested at Bridgetown against
the proposal; nol the proposal te con-
struei a railway to Albany, bui to con-
struel it rather from Bridgetown for
such a distanee throngh very indifferent
eouniry as compared with that in the
vicinily of Denmark; thyough a distriet
composed, on the Colonial Secretary’s
admission, of jareal country., We all
know that jareah does not grow on the
richest soil in rhe Stafe. T contend too,
ihat the existence of the blackboy is not
an indication of the best soil. Moreover,
I think if the distriet warrants a rail-
way the hon. members representing that
province should be able to tell us some-
thing about it.  Most of us who have
been through the country know of the
existence of the Zamia palm in  that
locality. It interferes very mwuch with
agricultural developmenti. (ioing through
that district recently we suw aaite a big
percentage of ecattle paralysed as ihe
result of having eaten rhis Zamia palm.
Why  construet railways through any
but the very best land available in the
State, seeing that we have so little
money available and thai the Govern-
ment at the present lime are dipping
their hands into hoth pockets of the
people, and that on all sorts of pretexts
and excuses. [ am by no means opposed
to the building of agricultural railways,
to a poliey of agricultural development,
to a policy of settlement of the people
on the soil, or to a policy of immigra-
tion; but T must say that it is the
bounden duty not only of the Govern-
ment to prove their case, but  of ihe

memhers vepresenting (he distriet also

to prove their ease up to the hilt.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metrapolilan):
T regret that T do noi think this railway
is justified ai the present fime. Some
day of conrse it must run thiongh the
ecountry, but just ar the present mao-
menl T think it might better he laid
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down in some other parl of the Sate.
According  to the Colonial Secvetary’s
figures 350 people are to be served by
the eonstruction of ihis line. It seems
to me to be rather a large expenditure
to serve so small a number of people. If
hon. members will examine the map they
will find o large area of pastoral leases
held in this distriet ; and they will
searcely need reminding that those pas-
toral leases wounld not exist very long
if the soil was particularly good. One

must be considerably disappointed in
that notwithslanding the railway to
Bridgetown has been running for so

many vears so litfle development has
wone on in that distriet.  There is a
zreal deal of land served by the Bridge-
town railway whieh should be settled
hefore other railways are built in (hat
district. 1t has been poinied out by
Mr. Maley that lines could he con-
structed in other parts of the Siate with
less diffieulty, and for muech less cost.
Very little land has been alienated in
this district. The valleys are very nar-
row indeed, although it must be ad-
mitted that they are suitable for fruit-
growing. Still, there is a great deal of
land on both sides of the Bridgetown
railway in vespect of which little or no-
thing has been done; and T say advis-
edly that this railway might well wait
for some years, while similur railways
are being constructed in other parts of
the country where they are more ur-
wently needed. [ regret having tu op-
pose any railway, but T do iliink that
ihis one supplies a case in which e
might stay our hands while we spend
the money to a bhetter purpose elsewhere.

Hon. E. MeLARTY  (South-West) :
Mr. Maley has expressed some sur-

prise that members representing the pro-
vinee should nei have spoken on this
matter. For my part T hardly thought
it would he necessary to say anvthing
with regard to this line. 1 took it that
il was going to pass the second reading
withont opposition of any sort.  How-
ever, T shall have a few words to sav. T
have been throngh ihe couniry myself,
and I am satisfed lhat it iz eapable of
very great development. T know a con-
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siderable number of very old residents
who have been isolated there for a great
many years, with no facilities for ex-
tending their operations and opening up
their holdings which the eonstruction of
this line will serve. Mr. Malev thinks
lines eould be built to better advantage in
other parts of the State. For my part [
cannot help sugeesting that his province
has had a very good show indeed; and
I am bound to say that the developmuents
up (o date in that provinee as the result
of railways built have not been us good
as we antieipated.

Hon. W. Maley: T was the first to con-
demn it.

Hon. E. McLARTY : Perhaps so. Cer-
tainly the results have not been so sat-
isfactory as hon. members anticipafed
when supporting the line in that hon.
member’s province. I took oceasion
the other day when speaking in this
House to refer to the only railway built
in the South-West by the present Gov-
ernment; and I was proud to be able to
say that that particular line has been
the hest paying of all during the last
twelve months. It has exceeded all ex-
peetations.  We have another rvaillway
under construetion in that province, a
railway to which T need seaveely vefer;
that is the Namnup Railway. T think
it is very unfair to form any opinions as
to the capabilities of that line until it
has been completed. We lnow that the
Government have taken over the tim-
ber line: but the extension of that
lite to settlement and to the magnificent
timber forests which it will pass
through will make a very great differ-
enee to the earnings and the traffe of
that line. I am prepared to say that
one of the largest timber milis erected
in Western Australin will be built as
soon as ever the line is put through to
Namup. The ecompany. with any amount
of capital behind them, are unable to
go on with the construetion of the mill
heeause they have as yet no means of
getting their heavy machinrey through.
I will be very mueh surprised if in the
eourse of another three vewrs the Bus-
selton-Nannup railway will not kave be-
come a very profitable line. Many men
will be emploved through its ageney,
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and it will aecommodate a very great
number of people.  Speaking of the
Bridgetown-Wilgarrup Railway, I may
say 1 was in the distriet a few days
ago when I had a couversation with a
settler whose holding is only 14 miles
beyond Bridgetown., He informed me
that he had reeently got a truek of fer-
tiliser through from  Fremantle.  The
freight on this fertiliser from Fremantle
to Bridgetown was only £1, but to get
it delivered to his home 14 miles away
cast him £4. He assuved me that as soon
as the railway was built he wounld put
amder evop at least 150 acres of land
cach vear: whereas now it does nol pay
him to put any land at all under erop,
ihe cost of carting heing so grealt, The
distriet is admirably adapted to potato
growing and to the growing of root
crops generally; il is also the besi part
of the State for the dairying industry.
I have made the statement before that
if dairving is to become a suceess in
Western Anstralia that is the part of
the State we must look to to praduce our
butter, our enions, and our polatoes.
We have an abundance of corn-growing
land in the Eastern distriets, and in the
Northern parts, but we require to open
up this couniry in the South-West to
produce  butter, potatoes, onions, and
other suech erops. 1 think the cost of
construction of this line is very small
indeed; £1,400 a vear is going to cover
the interest and sinking fund, and I am
surc that the indirect benefits that will
acerue to the State by the opening up
of this couniry and hy the additional
settlement will far morve than equal that
amount. In the Bridgetown-Blackwood
distriet at the present time settlement
is going at a very satisfactory rate in-
deed. I was down there last month and
was very pleased with (he class of peo-
ple settling on the land. They are good
practieal farmers from the Eastern
States who are perfectly satisfied with
their prospects in Western Australia. I
had a conversation with one settler who
had heen farming in South Australia
for 23 years. He lold me that if he
had stayed for another year he would
have had to throw up his holding and
tramp awav. However, he came here



Bridgetoun- Wilyarrup

and took up land lve years agn. At
first he had a struggle and had (o work
his teams on the road by way of supple-
menting what little he was getting from
his holding.  But now, afier five yvears,
he tells me he is comfortably seitled.
He does not have to work at all, for
he gers sufficient income from his sheep
and his orchard and his own land to
enable him to live eomfurtably at home.
e has several acres of vrchard and he
has spoken in the highest terms of his
prospects and of those of other settlers
whn have eome over from the Eastern
States and tnken up land in the dis-
trist. F have the greatest pleasure in
supporting this line. OF coumrse it is
only the beginning of the railway that
will be extended right through the karri
country to meet with the Denmark line.
That is a foregone coneclusion. It has
been under constderation for many years
past. This I take it is the first section
of the extension from Bridmetown to
Denmark which will open np a good deal
of eountry and give facilities to a great
number of old sertlers well deserving of
consideration, who at Lhe present time
are very much handicapped by heavy
cost of transit. T think the cost of the
construction of the bridges whieh has
heen referred to by some hon. members
is rather an argument in favour of the
line. I like these railwavs which cross
brooks and rivers. 1 would not give
a button for the line that does not cross
any streams. What the settlers in snch
districts want from the Government after
a railwax has been builf is a water sup-
ply scheme to enable them to live in
the distriet. Town here however theve
in no such fear; consequently 1 think
these bridges are a verv good argument
in favour of the line.  Mr. Maley re-
ferred to the Zamia palm; I think
that, too, is a good argument in favour
of the construction of the line: for we
find that all along the Great Southern
and in other paris of the State the coun-
try was infested with poison until the
energy of the settlers removed it. And
the land that a few vears ago was un-
productive by reason of the presence of
this peison is now carrving thousands of
sheep. Is it then not reaszonable to as-
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snme that all that is required to cope
with this Zamia palm is ecloser settle-
ment. We want more people on the
land and the surest way to get them
there is by building this vailway, Then.
when we get the people on the land,
the Zamia palm will very soon disap-
pear, The argument of wait a while,
and leave it for a season, is to be heard
in all parts of the House and on every
class of project. Tt is a waiting policy.
1 commend the Moore Ciovernment far
having cavrried out all the works fore-
casted in the Premier's speech at Bun-
bury. I think there are now only two
railways fo be econstrueted.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pa)

Hon. E. McLARTY : T had about con-
ciuded my remavks. Members have ex-
pressed surprise that theve is so little
settlement in the country; that can be
easily aceounted for. by want of faeilities.
I am satisfied, when the railway is con-
strueted, a great many more people will
setfle in the neighbourhood, and 1 am
sure the good sense of hou. members will
earry the second reading.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) :
Tt is not.my intention to labour the ques-
tion, but it is up te me to say something
in regared to the railway. First and fore-
most, T am uot going to proclaim that
this railway is going to pay from the
jump. T say emphatically if we had in
every instance to prove that a branch
railway, such as this, is lo pay from the
juip we should have a difficult problem
to solve. But each and every one of these
railwayz open up country and add to the
volume of trade on the railways, Tt has
been said, and rightly, that the start of
the railway is not in good couniry. 1 say
the land 18 not of very good quality, but
the very first of it taps a considerable
quantity of jarrah forest, and so far
from the forests not being utilised. I sayv
timber has already eome from these fnr-
ests,.  Beyowd Bridgetown there have
been piles, any ameunt of them, brought
some iles from bevond Bridgetown and
taken to the XNorthern poriion of the
State. but where they wenf fo uliimately
I do not know. If anyone has any doubt
as lo my word, all T ean say is that let
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that person take a trip aleng the route
and he will see piles there now where
tens have got bogged in years gone by.
There is a large extent of ecountry be-
fween the radlway and the sea-coast. As
to the rainfall, a person only requires to
be in the distriet to be convinced as to
the quantity of it. TIn the winter the
vegetation grows very luxuriantly, there-
fore the question of rainfall does not
come into consideration.  There is an
abundant rainfall, and an immense ex-
tent of country that after you pass out
some few miles you get fairly into what
is known as the ferny country, and any-
one who knows anything about agricul-
ture knows that the ferny country is good,
light, loamy soil, and such soil is ealen-
laled to carry any amouni of stock, and
will grow any amount of fruit, and things
of that kind. In short, T take it this dis-
triet is going fo be the butter-producing
poriion of Western Australia, that is te
say the major portion of the bntter will
be produced in that pavt of the ecountry.
I am not going to claim for this railway
that the whole of this land will be taken
up, because we have to bear in mind that
while in the Eastern distriets lavge areas
. of land are taken up and cleaved for prac-
tically a nominal sum, if you go into the
South-West it is quite a different pro-
position. To clear the land in this dis-
triet straight away, grub it, and get 1t
into cultivation within 12 wmoenths it will
eost from between £10 to £12 an acre.
YWhen that land is once eleared its carry-
ing capabilities, and producing ecapabili-
ties are something considerable. I was
through some portion of the distriet a
good many vears ago when it was liter-
ally teeming with kangaroos, and T may
say I did not look on 1t with mueh favour
then. I have since been through the
same portion of the distriet, sinee rving-
harking, and I find there natural grasses
springing up very quickly; in short, with-
in 12 months the country presents a very
different aspect. The kangaroos are he-
ing killed off by thousands, and the place,
instead of heing overrun by kangaroos,
is capable now of producing an enormous
quantiy of produce. We find it is ane
of the best fruit-growing distriets any-
where about. There are all kinds of fruils
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erowing there—apples and stone fruits.
We have down there also tremendous for-
ests of karri. There is karri, jarrah, and
blackbutt, any amount of it. A great
deal has been said about the ferny black-
butt country, and I say, after mature
deliberation, some of that country is the
very hest fruit-growing land about. I
have zome liftle experience in inspecting
orehards in the Blackwood district, and
1 timd that the very best land for fruit
growing is thal eontaining a mixture of
blackbutt, jarrah, and red gim; that be-
ing the case it is not for anyone to say
that where the blackbuti grows ihe coun-
try is not worth touching. In the near
future that eountry is going to carry a
large population, exceeding per acre al-
most every other part of the country;
that is outside the goldfields, because in
this place, unlike a good many other dis-
tricts, the Eastern districts in particular,
where they have their stock and one crop
of hay or wheat, but down in this dis-
triet they can do something all the year
vound. We are asked how it is this land
has not been settled sooner, The answer
is that you grow a ton of potatoes down
there, and they have to be carted over the
hills into the Blackwood, and we find that
the cost of eartage is more than the pofa-
toes are really worth when they are got
to market. The cost of fransit is cruel;
that is the reason the place has not been
taken up more, and why it is not more
setiled to-day. When T was out there
the last time, some vears ago, some of the
conifry looked to wme to be absolutely
poor soil, now yon find some of the finest
apples growing there, and a few years
ago I thought the land was fit for noth-
ing. The question comes in, do we ex-
pect a lol of settlers to go into country
like that, miles away from railway ecom-
munication, with the objeet of ecarving
out a livelihood, when there is no possi-
bilily of getting their produce to market.
Ii may be said, and nightly too, why can-
not these people grow something that they
can drive away. We must admit that
persons are advised to go into mixed
farming, thal is what is generally talked
about and people talk round that ques-
tion, hut when people talk about mixed

farming, what does it mean? Tt means
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that a person must have money to buy
stock fo commence with in order to pro-
duce that which von can drive away. It
is obvious to all of us that a great many

of those who come here have but littie
capital, and the great Lhing they
have 1o look to is root ecrops andl
dairying. A greai  deal hasz  heen
soid  about 1{he palm bushes. thar they

canse  vickets and  wobbles, I amn
not  prepared Lo say such is the case,
hnt T say that, if people are deterred
from going to this country hecause of a
few palms that destroy the stock we
should not have one-twentieth of the land
settled in the Bastern distriets (hal we
have at the present time, heeause there
the setflers have worse than the palms,
they have many kinds of poison. The
palms can he destroyed far easier than
the poison ean, therefore that should not
be thrown oat as a reason why no railway
should be constructed in this part of the
conniry, I do not intend to lahour the
question, but 1 sax T hope the Hounse wili
pass this Bill, not that [ expect that the
Government  will  build  the railway
straight away.  Anyone who has been
through that country—Mr. MeLarty wns
somewhat appalled when he saw the size
of the trees—will he bound te adwnit that
Jdand, where trees such as those grow, ean
be turned to good purpose. The House
may take my word for it, that a great
portion of this land in the near future
will be turned to acecount and this dis-
trict will be one of the best in Western
Australia.

On mation hy Hon. T. J. Glowrey de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—WINES, BEER. AND SPIRIT
SALE ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and read a first time.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENXNT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the $th Decem-
ber,
Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): There
is no doubt, it seems to me, if My, Moss’s

interpreiation of Seclions 32 to 36 of
the (anstitution Act of 1889 be correet.
and from my rveading of the sectivns
there is no reason whatever to question his
inierpreiation. 1 think the sooner some
amendment of ilie Constitution Aetl is
made the beiter for members of hoth
Houses. I do not urge that unrestricted
freedom should be extended to members
who engage in  contracts with the
Guvernment; but m connection with the
Constitution Act of 1889 there are many
pittalls into which muembers of Parlia-
went may innoeently walk that it seems
(o me a matter that should engage the
attention of members of Parliament of
hoth Houses without further delay. I
do not go so far as dr. Moss; [ do not
think such a sweeping awcendment of the
Constitution Ael as.bhe indicates is ne-
cessary, I eertainly am of opinion that
the section to whieh Mr., Moss has
alluded should he carefully examined
with a view to suitable alievation in ordec
to safeguard (he possibilities of abuse,

and at the same time prevent mem-
hers being harassed to an unreason-

able, and at the same time, purposeless
extent.  Section 32 of the Constitution
Act Amendment Bill of 1889 seems io
me to be altogether too drastic.
With regard tv the purchase of railway
tickets, 1 cannot see even by the wildest
stretch of imagination thal can be re-
garded as a eoutraet. I do not think
many members of Parliament purchase
railway tickets; they are not sufficiently
patriotic to do so. but as Mr. Moss says,
Lhe eonsignment of goods by train is a
contract.  Any member wlo consigns
goods by train must fll in a consign-
ment form and sign it. When he signs
il he enters into a eontract with the Gov-
ernment for the delivery of goods, and in
proof of that we have only to consider
that from tiime to time in the local
court and in the Supreme Court the
Commissioner is sued for a breach of
contract.  1F no contracl has heen en-
fered into by the consignors in eonnec-
tion with goods forwarded there would
be no possibility of suing the Commis-
sinner, but from time to time the Com-
missioner is sued. henee it is that anv
person who sends gnods by the railwavs



9438

Constitubion Acts

and signs a consignment nole is a eon-
tractor with the Government. There are
many members of Parliament, I suppose
nipe-tenths of the members of both
Heuses, who have veeasion to send goods
by train, consequently they sign eon-
signment notes, and they are I presume
contractors within the meaning of the
Constitution  Act and their seats are
imperilled; that is, if anybedy should
decide to 1ake action against them. Then
with regard to the reference to the pur-
chase hy members of land, under the
Lands Purchase Aect, 1 wag not aware
until Mr. Moss drew attention to it that
any member wonld he liable to he penal-
ised under the Constitution Aect for do-
ing so. Section 353 of the Constilution
Act states that the foregoing provision,
whieh is the disqualifieation provision,
shall not extend to any contract or agree-
ment in respect of any lease, license, ov
agreement in respeet to the sale or oc-
cupation of Crown Lands. A mem-
ber might borrow from the Agrieul-
tural Bank and if the hank authovities
decide to lend him money the mem-
her must enter into a contract. 1f he
enters into a contraet he is liable to
diseualifieation. At the same time if a
member of Parliament is allowed to
select land, and under the Constitution
Ael a special provision has been made
to allow him to do so, it appears to me
there should he no restrictive provision
to prevent him hovrowing money even
from the Government to improve that
land. ‘There may have heen some reason
before the passing of the Aect of 1906
for restrictions to fhis effect, but it must
have heen very little reason. Even pre-
vious to that, under the original Apri-
cultural Bank Aet there was a meagre
possibility of pelitical influence being ex-
ercised. The Minister for Lands might
have vetoed a proposal but he could not
wrant a loan to any person unless the loan
was recammended by the manager of the
bhank. He eould always say this loan shall
not he granted, but he could not say this
Inan shall be granted, hence fo a certain
exient even under the original Aect the
Bank was ontzside politieal control. But
in 1906 the bank was vested in trustees
altagether apart from politieal influence.
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Seeing that that has taken place and the
bank 13 under three trustees whe are
outside the influence even of Ministers,
I see no reason why members of Parlia-
nment should be prohibited horrowing
from that bank if those trustees eonsider
the security is good. With regard to
Royal Commissions, it often happens that
the Government sees in members of Par-
liament the very best men to appoint

to sit on Royal Commissions.  Their
experience, their ability. and the faet

that they are in touch with matters eon-
nected with the administration of the
Government induces the Government tc
appoint them, but if the reading of the
Constitution Aet by many legal gentle-
men be curreel, members of Parliament
have no right to accept fees for their
positions on Royal Commissions. 1 am
sure if the Government considers thot
certain members of Parlinment ave best
fitted to neeupy positions an Royal Com-
missions, the country would not objeet
to fair and reasonable payment. I have
never heard it suggested, not even by
any Oppaosition, that anything like cor-
ruption hms ever taken place in connec-
tien with the appointment of Royal Com-
missioners. When a member of Parlia-
ment i$ appointed to sit on a Royal
Commission his appoinfment has to be
gazetted and everyone knows about it,
and if (he Government has done any-
thing wrong, if there is any suggestion
whatever of corruption, the matter hav-
ing bheen made publie, it can be brought
before Parliament and consequently the
Ministry of the day will be compelled
to suffer for their sins. In connection
with land boards, from my experience I
have found it desirable that members of
Parliament should be appointed to these
boards, but members of the Tegislature
cannot accept fees even though at times
they have to travel a distauce of a hun-
dred miles to attend a meeting of the
board. 'The same ihing exists in connee-
tion with the Central Board of Health.
Members of Pavliament in this House
have devoted a good deal of their time
and energies fo these matters and have
refused to seek compensation for their
laebours, It seems to me altogether con-
trary to justice and reason that fair re-



Constitation Acts

muneration showld not be given to rthuse
members of Parliament,  For many
xears  past no aetion has been taken
against members of Parliammeni for the
technical breaches of the Aet. Why are
these actions not {aken? There is one
reason 1 dan name, and it is beeanse any-
one taking action must lodge security
of €100. We know there are many spec-
ulative solicitors who wonld be prepared
to take action against many members
of Parliament to-day were it not for this
fact. 1 know it myself. and I speak
from experience. that there are certain
solicitors in Perth who are simply look-
my for technical breaches of Acts. They
are only toe ready to take actions
agitinsl newspapers. bhogus  actions, (o
et hush meney, and this is a most use-
ful provision, rendering it necessavy for
anvone taking action against members of
Parliament to put up £100. But for the
exisrence of that provision 1 ean assurve
hon, members ihere would be freguent
actions at law against members of Par-
liament for merely technical breaches
of the Act. Tt seems io me that Mr.
Moss’s amendments are foo sweeping. 1
do not think any member of Parliament
should be permitted to enter into a eon-
tract for any work specifically author-
ised by Parliament. I do not think
any member of Parliament shonld be
allowed to fender for any work called
for through the Government Gazetie, but
I do not think any member of Parliament
should be prohibited from buying or
selling through the Government in the
ordinary course of business in a smell
way. As a rule when there are large
public works to be tendered for, such as
railways, tenders are called. and as a
rule the lowest tenderer. gets the job.
So far so zood. Supposing a member

of Parliament were the suecessful
tenderer, he might be in a position
to use political influence, seamp the
work, or do it in an unsatisfactory

manner. Henee T say in connection
with large publie works no member of

Parliament should be permitted io
contract. It is diffienlt to amend
the Constitution Aet in a manner

which will suit the ecircumstances of
the position, but no doubt with the aid
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of the legal skill we have [ think it
might Be nuite possible. 1 certainly do
not object to ihe existing methods of
recovering penalties. I do not think
that it should be lefi to the Attorney
General of the day. It seems to me that
every Attorney Ceneral might net be
unhiased. and every elector should have
a perfect richt to take action against
a nember of Parliament whe infringes
the Constitution. I would not rvestrict
any person from taking aetion, but I
would eclearly define the cases which
would be propevly regarded as an in-
fringement of the Consiitution, and I
would certminly preserve the present
gafeguard, seeurity for costs. The re-
trespective portions of the Bill T strong-
Iy obhject to. T do not know whether
any action has heen started against a
wember of Parliament. [f it has heen
started it should be permitted ro go on.
If it has not, there is no necessity to
make provision against it. There
should be provision made that no aetion
should be started after the passing of
this Biltl, but any action already started
I say should go on to a termination. I
certainly think some steps should long
since have been taken in (his direction,
and I congratnlate Mr. Moss on his step.
He has placed the Bill before the House

quite  willing  that any reasonable
amendments should be made, and 1

hope if time permits some determined
efforts will be put forth io ren-
der thie legislation in this direction rea-
sonable and of a common-sense character.

Hon. W, MALEY (South-East): In
the words of Shakespeare, “Hath not old
custom wmade this life more sweet than
that of painted pomp.” We might say
that only for custom and but for the fael
that these avenues have been open s0 long
and that it has not hecomme the praectice
to eommence actions against legislators,
we do nat know what would bave hap-
pened. According to lhe hon. mem-
her who bas just sat down there has
been no dearth of opportunity for
bringing forward aetions against legisla-
tors. We must bear in mind that even the
Courts recognise what has heen the eustom
in England. and we find our litigation ends
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Just at the point, not on what has been the
custom in Australia, but what las been the
custom in England. 1 must say in eases
in which T have had a litile interest I
have received a shock when I have learned
that our legislation has been set aside for
the customs which obtain in the old conn-
try. I think it would be dangerous to
interfere wiih the Constitution Aect. In
that Act it is illegal for members of Par-
linment te enter into contraets with the
Government, and 1 think that should he
the case. I do nat think any of our
Courts, however foolishly they may be
constitnfed—and T have respeet for the
Courts as they are constituted to-day—
would eneourage or award damages in
the ease of any vexatious law smt. 1
almast entively agree with the remarks of
Mr. Kingamill, who went to considerable
trouble, not being a man of legal train-
ing, to place the House in possession of
the faets and arguments i opposition
for the hon. membher introducing the Bill.

Hon. M., L. Mpss: 1 do not think you
understood his speech.

Hon, W, MALEY : If T misunderstood
the hon. member’s speeeh I must confess
that T failed wrievously to nnderstand the
speech of the hon. member who iuter-
jeeted. His attitude is not the same on
two ocengions following. T do appreciate
the remarks made hy Mr. Kingsmill, and
on some other oceasion T may have op-
portunity of paving equal tribute to my
friend whe seems somewhat jealous of
the encomiums I bestow on Mr. Kingsmill.
At any rate the Bill does not eommend it-
self to me. T shall not refer to il in any
harsher terms. T will not sax that my
time would he better taken up than by
spenking on it now, but I szay there is
no fear of any litigaton against any
member in the instances mentioned by Mr.
Moss. That is my opinion, and as such
T leave it to the intelligence of the Cham-
ber,

On mation by Hon, R. F.

Sholl, de-
bale adjourned. :

MOTION —FREMANTLE DOCLK.
To postpene construction.

Tebate resumed from the 10th Decem-
ber on the motion by Ton. J, W, Kirwan

[COUNCIL.)]

Motion to postpone.

that further work in eonnection with the
construction of the Fremanile dock be
postponed until fresh instructions he re-
ceived from T'arliament.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) : In speak-
ing to this question 1 am rather in the
position of the sailor who was hetween 2
certain place and another place. T have
always advoeaied the necessity for a doek
at Fremantle, particularly since we have
established the harbour known as one of
the greatest engineering successes and
as one of the most suecessful works con-
strueted in Australia. When speaking on
the Address-in-Reply T said that I
thought it was time the Government
should fo some extent eurtail the expendi-
ture of loan moneys in connection with
the publie works of this eouniry, bul iherve
is no work 1 know of, except perhaps
the building of a railway inland to the
Novth-West for the purpose of develop-
ing the minernl resources of thal part of
the Stare that is of more importance or

deserves more consideration than the
building of a dock at Fremantle. Let us

wo haek a little 1n the history of this
work, In 1896 a sum of £140,000 was
placed an the Loan Estimates and passed
for the earrving out of the Fremantle
dock. At that  time we had as
Engineer-in-Chief T suppose the most
able man in his profession in Australia.
He favoured the deck, and said it was
necessary, and even went so far as lo
fix a site. However, that money was not
spent. Tt was reappropriated for other
works, whieh perhaps may have heen of
urgent neeessity, though T hold they were
not of greater necessity than this work.
However, in the wisdom of the Parlia-
ment and the Government of this coun-
try the money was spent for ather pur-
poses, and the dock was oot buil.
Some 13 or 14 vears age Fremantle was.
of as much importance as Perth is to-
day relatively to the State. Fremantle
was the centre of the husiness popula-
tionn, the eentre of commeree: it was
where all the houses connected with
commerce in this State had their head-
quarters.  Fremantle also at that time
possessed [he railway workshops. These
have rince been vemoved hy the
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infhuence of people whu were said
to represent the people ol ihe eountry
in the Parliament of the State. They
were removed to a place called Midland
Jimetion; but when they were being re-
moved [ think it was an  understoud
thing that on aceount of the vemoval—
whether “jusiified or not, 1 opposed it
‘then as I oppose it to-day—some other
-eonsideration should be given to Fre-
mantle; and I hold that one considera-
tion was that Fremantle was praciically
promised a dock would be built to some-
what recompense it for the fact of all
the money spent in the railway work-
shops being removed from Fremautle.
Fremantle is not much favoured by ihe
Glovernment.  If we take the railway
-service as it is now constituted we will
find that there is a vailway from Fre-
mantle to Armadale, and | have made
it my business within the last few days
to find out that the traflic on that rail-
way is so regulated that passengers from
Armadale, Jandakot, or Coogee journey-
ing to Fremantle have sometimes to
wait 17 minutes at QOwen’s Anchorage.
I do not think that helps the people
of Fremantle to develop itheir eity.
‘There are other matters I could mention.
Theve is also a suggestion for the re-
moval of the abattoir system from South
Fremantle to the again favoured Mid-
Tland Junction. That is another propo-
sition for which the penple of Fremantle
have uot to thank the Government. T
want to be eleavly understood. T have
ro vested interesis in  Perth or Fre-
mantle, and T am only argning the ques-
tion from a fair standard, that justice
should be done to the pcople in both
places. I hold it is not a fair thing
to Fremantle that anv work whieh eould
he carried out there, and which would
‘henefit the country generally, should he
stopped at this present stage. Although
1 said it was necessary that certain work
should be, nnt stopped but retarded for
a time. amonest which T mentioned the
Fremantle harhour works, I wonld like
to ask the hon. member who moved this
motion and nther members who repre-
sent the goldfields in this Honse how
they would like it if a motion were
brought forward that it was necessary
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the goldfields should provide the money
that is now being spent by the Govern-
ment in supplying them with water; that
thexr should provide the £30,000 which
each vear is being speut by the Goyern-
ment on the Goldfields Water Scheme
over and above the veceipts? In addi-
tion te this loss, we have the faet that
in the very near future almost a dupli-
eation of the water seheme will have to
eventuate, and [ hold that it will be
even more than a duplieation, because
in place of the steel pipes we will have
to put down east iron pipes if we wanl
Lo make the scheme a permanent suc-
cess. Wow would the goldfields members
feel +t a motion were brought down say-
ing that we will abulish the (oldfields
Water Scheme and let it wear itself
out and have dovwe with it? I do not
think they would look so pleasant as
they de when they eome down with a
motion (v step o work tlhat is necessary
for the development of the State, more
partieularly  when we bhave alveady
speni so much money on the Fremantle
harbonr works. I agree with Mr.,
Kirwan in his veference to the ex-
penditure in Perth. T say we have
had oo mueh money spent on
the Perth  parks, Perth Museum,
the Zoological Gardens, and even
Parliament House, and 1 might go so far
as to say ¢ven the Perth Mint. There are
a few of the items the hon. mwempber
brought under the nofice of the public.
Although T cannot say I am in favour
of carrying on all the public works that
al present should he carried on if we
had the funds, still, T say one we should
not stop is the Fremantle dock. I will
not lahour the question any further than
io say that the building of this dock means
cheaper freights for the country. of
eourse this is a question that members,
unless they are connected with shipping,
will not realise so much. But it means
cheaper freights, cheaper insurance and
the further development of the trade and
shipping interests of this country. If
details were necessary why the building
of this dock shounld he earried on I conld
zo nn for a long time showing members
where the dock has heen necessarv, The
chip “Liddesdale” met with an aceident



952 Fremantle Dock.
on the North-West coast, ecame to Fre-
wantle and had to be sent to Melbourne,
and the cost of repairs at Melbourne was
over £20,000. Of that sum £15,000 woul:l
have been spent in the State. I am
speaking now from personal knowledge,
as these ships were chartered by a com-
pany of which T was a dirvector. The
“Tangier” on two or three oecasions had
necessary repairs effeeted. One was in
eonnection with the burning of Collie
coal, and a case of spontaneous combus-
tion., The vessel had to he repaired and
was sent to Melbourne for this purpose.
On each of the oceasions two or three
thousand pounds had to be spent for re-
pairs, 1f a dock had bheen at Fremantle
the monev would have heen spent there.
Our great object shounld be to establish
industries in the State, and in following
out that idea we should have this Fre-
mantle dock, as it is rveally a great indus-
trv. and it wounld be necessary to have
skilled labour in conneetion with it. If
there is skilled labour then men will have
to live here and will bring to the State
their families, while, in addition, their
children will also grow up to be skilled
lahourers. T did not intend to speak at
all on thizs question, and T moved the ad-
Journment of the debate the other nighe
for the purpose of giving an opportunity
to Mr. Moss to speak, because he will, I
know, give us more informalion en the
aquestion than I possess, and he will be
able to put it in a better manner before
the House. Although it is necessary that
we should curtail expenditure, paiticn-
larly from loan moneys, still the worst
advertizement we could possibly give to
the country at present—exeept the one
given (he other day by Senator Needham
in the Federal Parliament—is for us to
say that we are not in a position finan-
cially to build the dock. Therefore, al-
thongh T ecaution the Government not to
overdn the earrving out of public works
nor to spend more money than we ean
very well afford, T cannot vote in faveur
of the motion. T hope that, although it
may be necessary for the Government to
eurtail or delay for some time some of
their public works, one of the last to
eome under the eategory will be the Fre-
mantle dock.

{COUNCIL.)

Cin anyone and it

Fremantle Cemetery.

On motion by Hon. €. Sommers, de-
bate adjourned.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Land and Income tax; 2, Upper
Chapman Railway ; 3, Nannine-Meeka-
tharra Railway; received from the Legis-
lative Assembly.

BILL—FREMANTLE DISUSED
CEMETERY.
Second reading.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) in moving
the second reading said: 1 desire to say
at the outset {hat before this measure
passes its final stage T propose placing on
the Table a signed consent by the repre-
senfatives of the various denominations
in whom portion of this cemetery is
vested, as set forth in the second column
of the first part of the Schedule of the
Bill.  The object of the Bill can be ex-
plained in one sentence. What is known
as the Skinner-street cemetery is now no
longer uszed for interments. Members
will see by the Schedule that vavious sub-
divisions of the land have been vested in
various religious denominations. A cer-
tain portion of it has been set apart for
Mohammedans. That has not been vested
remained with  the
Crown. The Fremantle Cemetery Board
lave been asked by the religious denom-
inations to take charge of the cemetery,
to keep the fences in repair, and in fact
to keep the cemetery in the order it
should be.,  The hoard, however de-
clined to do so until the title was vested
in them. All the denominations are pre-
pared to surrender the rights they hold
and agree that an applieation should be
made to Parliament to vest the land in
trustees. In order that Parliament shall
be satisfied that all these denominations
consent to the passage of the Bill I will
undertake before this measure is brought
to the third reading, to lay the signed
eonsent of the representatives of these
denominations on the Tahle. T bee to
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seconi time.

House adjourned at 8.22 p.m.



